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followed not long after by Henry himself. Matilda^
strong in the alliance of Conrad, now connected by
marriage with the Norman Eoger, and the Papal party>
with the King of Italy in the North, the Normans in the
South, bade defiance to the enfeebled and disorganised
Imperialists, and hoped finally to crush the obstinate
Anti-Pope. Yet it was not till two years after that a
party of Crusaders, on their way through Borne, reduced
the whole city, except the Castle of St. Angelo, to obe-
dience to the Pope. Guibert was at length dispossessed
even of the Castle of St. Angelo.p
Pope Urban, in the mean time, had passed on to
accomplish, in a more congenial land, his
ope r n' great purpose, the proclamation of the Crusade.
He knew that Italy was not the land which would
awaken to a burst of religious enthusiasm at the sum-
mons of a Pope; one, too, with a contested title. The
maritime cities, Pisa, Genoa, Venice might be roused,
as they had been by Victor III., to piratical expeditions
Against the Mohammedans of Africa, where their pious
zeal might be rewarded by rich plunder. But the clergy
were too much engrossed and distracted by their own
factions, the laity too much divided between the Papal
and Imperial interests, with the exception of the Nor-
mans were by no means so rudely enamoured of war as
to embark, on an impulse of generous or pious feeling,
in a dangerous and unpromising cause. At Piacenza
the cold appeal met with a cold reception; the Council
came to no determination; even the Pope, occupied with
his own more immediate objects, the degradation of
the Emperor, the subjugation of the Anti-Pope and the
hostile clergy, displayed none of that fiery energy, that
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